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CASUES OF OPEN DEFECATION

Some new concepts from a remote village, WB.

Mohan Kumar Mayra*

INTRODUCTION

Each year two million children die from diarrhoeal diseases, mak-
ing it the second most serious killer of children under the age of five
(WHO - 1998). The main source of diarrhoeal infection is human
excreta should be managed as potentially dangerous material. But
above 15% of the world population practicing open defecation. In
the year 2000 WHO revealed that only 5% sanitation has increased
during 20 years of sanitation promotion program. India taking top
position in the case of open defecation (600 million) followed by
Indonesia (54 million), Pakistan (41 million) Nigeria (39 million) and
Ethiopia (34 million). JMP (Joint Monitoring Program) shows the
position of India among five Countries as a comparison of latrine
owner and open defecators.

TABLE -01
Cammiries Impraved =hared Umimpraved | Qpen
Ratrinsa) Ratrim%a) Laerined®e] Duafacation (%)

Malawi £3 3l o o7
Uzamda s 1§ hL 10
Tanramia ¥ i I L
Kema 24 1% hE 17
Indonesia H 11 10 15

Tndia 24 L] ] Gl
Cambodia 11 [ 04 6o

Source :- Estimates of use of Sanitation facilities in rural areas as proposed
by -WHO/ UNICEF - 2011

To Prepare this paper I surveyed a small "para" where total fami-
lies are near about - 297 total voters are 1063 (only 71 families got

* Assistant Teacher and Research Scholar.
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toilet from Govt. Program.(till oct,2014) Here is the scenario;

TABLE -
Total families | Govt.  latrine | Own latrine Latrine given by | No latrine
(Remaining) NGO
207 36 05 i 225

Source :- Secondary Data, Gram panchayet office
I made Three groups [ After -D.Coffy, A.Gupta, P.hathi,
N.khurana, N.srivastav, S.Vyas and D.Spears]of households 1) All
family members defecate in open i1) No. Of the members defecate in
open. ii1) some of the members defecate in open. It is the Scenario:

20.5%

@ No members open Defecation

Some member opens Defecation

*JOINT MONITORING PROGRAM (JMP) - WHO /
UNICEF -2013

In this paper I will try to find what are to causes related to open
defection in this area rather than global Causes.

CASUES OF OPEN DEFECATION

Itis a Subject which had huge discussion. There are many causes
of open defecation. Many had discussed it in socio-economic and
cultural.

1. HABIT OR TRADITION :-

Many villagers told that they don't think the open defection is a
bad habit. They suppose arise early from bed and go away from
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home to defecate in open space is a tradition of village life. Their
fore- father had practiced it and they are still continuing. The villagers
are superstitious and ill- minded. They think to defecate around the
home (latrine) is a sign of ugliness. More over they think it's a natural
matter so no need to be shameful. As they have lack of money so it
will be prig to make latrine leaving tradition. Old fellows thought that
everybody should obey their own tradition , if you have money and
sufficient space you can make and use latrine but who can't they do
not jest them because they are doing nothing wrong.

2. AIRYENVIRONMENT:-

According to the villagers there are huge open space why will we
spent money too make latrine. And those places are airy to. So people
are not ready to suffer in (3.5'X3.5") small space. Somebody feels
suffocation in latrine for little space and bad smell. But in the nature
open space you have to sit (to defecate) against the wind. Means if
south wind is blowing your face will be south ward. It is mentionable
that to know the common sense of person villagers often say-

Do you know which ward will our face remain in which in the time
of defecation?

They did not feel any problem to defecate openly when they have
listen that the interruption in time of excretion is the main cause of
"gas-acid", somebody didn't belief and some surprised.

3. CONCEPTOFLAND FERTILITY:-

Most of the villagers are illiterate. They are not conscious of health
listen Radio program and watch TV. Those villagers are giving argu-
ment of land fertility from human shit. Because they listen or watch
that the excreta is moved from "latrine chamber" to land is helpful to
grow fertilizer of the land. If they use latrine they have to bear it to
land from the chamber. But according to caste culture it is shameful
work for all except the community of "Methar". But when surveyed |
noticed that they shit another person's land which is contrary to their
opinion views.
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All though there is aright thing in their view. Natash Geiling stated
that "Humans have been repurposing their faces for thousands of years
some more safely than others (17th 2014, THE STINK ABOUT
HUMAN POOP AS FERTILIZER) .According to her the most fa-
mous example of raw human waste application might be china where
human excrement was used for centuries in an attempt to close the
nutrient cycle in their fields. Agricultural Scientist EH. King cited the
perennial fertility of soil of China is the result of human excreta. But it
has some scientific system which the villagers didn't know so their
arguments are not true

4. HEALTH COCIOUSNESS:-

According to old fellow of the para they who defecate in open
space are health conscious. Not only they are doing the right thing
they are cultivation the culture of good health. They describe that a
person can diagnose his diseases properly by watching/examining his
excreta. Any digestive problems, presence of warm, dysentery, dys-
entery with blood, etc. Actually one can properly watch/examine his
stool in case of open defecation. In the latrine it is quite impossible,
because the space is too much short, and those are not enlighten so
well. After all shit moves to the watery deepest part of the 'pan’ just
after shitting. Moreover in case of old person latrines are so danger-
ous, because they are not efficient user of latrine sometime they slip
their leg into slippery pan and get fractured. So they fell it is much
better to defecate in open space than latrine.

The view of the villagers is supported by some medical Journal;
STOOL COLOUR is often a reflection of problems "black stool
could indicate bleeding for stomach a first part of the small intestine.
Bright red stool usually suggests that blood is coming from lower part
of the digestive system. STOOL SMELLS bad if it contains indigestive
food, bacteria, mucus and dead cells because of bacteria and para-
sites. LOSE, WATERY STOOL pass through the bowels too quickly
is the general symptom of diarrhoea" Dr. Raufman stated. *
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5. HUGE TIME/LACK OF EMPLOYMENT:-

It is mentionable that most of the people of the village are cultiva-
tor. All most every of them are not economic cultivator. They are
doing subsistence type of agriculture. Only one or two person, who
are servicemen staying out-side from the village and very few are
businessmen,. So they all have huge time to spend. As they are not in
service they have no need to do things time to time. They have no
necessary to catch the train/bus to arrive office in just time. The value
of time is very ignorable in this area. If they watch somebody is hurry
they will laugh at him saying "which office will you go?" So leaving
bed in the morning they take towel and "NEEM STICK" to brush
their tee, go into the open field to defecate. As a matter of factif one
hour have spent only for defecation, nothing it matters.

TABLE - 03
Talal piatuks pesphi 1063 Culrivator (T
Talal Hialubs Hiak EhD Buiisssiisi G
Tatal mature female and SErvicEmen i3
Tatal numbser af families 07 i emplaver 1%

Source: - Primary data; work participation type and structure of population.

*LINDA THRASYBLUSE, My Health News Daily

6. BAD LATRINES GIVIN BY GOVT:-

Itis well known to all that the latrines given by Govt. In different
time are no doubt bad Central Government and also state govern-
ment made latrines of different qualities in different time. Sometimes
those are made of wood, in Cement slabs straw, etceteras, whatever
made, is actually bad is quality. Attached picture is expressing the
actual condition of the govt. given toilets. As the condition of whole
country is bad so the study village is not the exception.

P - | i * f
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All of those are badly accommodate, narrow and breakable. Af-
ter few months all are destroyed. As for example I have made a
house-hold survey where 50% latrine given by govt. either broke or
is not working so they are using it as "Hen-Duck-room" Some fami-
lies are using it as the store room for "Fuel - Wood". The bellow table
is displaying the condition;

TABLE -
Toilet { Remaining / in use) 36
Used for “Hen-Duck room” 12
Used for” Fuel wood Store room™ 10
Broken parts are used in another purpose 13
Total toilet given by Govt. 71

Source :- Primary data; Condition of toilet given by Govt.

More over latrines are so narrow that users may be injured at any
time. So the aged people are avoiding those. After all they have the
concept of airy environment.

7.HUGE OPEN SPACE

In these rural areas there are huge open Space Through the over-
all man land ration is very high in India. Total land in this village is
about 1200 Bigha (assumed amount) and total No. of families are -
297.So amount of land per family is approximately is 4 Bigha Now it
is not supporting the view that there are many landless farmer. The
question is arising that if there is huge land. So Why There are so
many landless farmer? But it is the reality because only a few person
owned most of the land and many persons owned nothing .More
over the amount of population is low, though the rate of birth is high.
But many of them died after birth because of bad health services.
There is no Hospital, Primary Health Centres, Private clinic, Nursing
Home. They all are dependent on QUACK DOCTORS. It is also
mentionable that there is no incidence of "POLYGAMY" As the re-
sult of those causes the populations of this village is not growing in
high rate. So space/land is remaining Open. The supporting image is
displaying that.
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8.LACK OF WATER :-

There are not huge amount of tube well in all villages of India. So
itis true also about study area. And there is no supply water also. No
sufficient tube wells to get drinking water. In a large 'PARA' where
almost 300 families inhabited no. of tube wells are there only 7.So
about 43 families are dependent on one (1) tube well. The table is
showing the amenities available in the area;

TABLE -
Total families 207
Total Tube wells 7
Supply Water None
' Well None
Personal Shallow Tube Well None
Electricity None

Source : Primary data : Amenities of the field up to Oct. 2014.
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Except drinking water all are dependent on the pond, Nallah,
Channels, for water . As I mentioned previous about all the people
are cultivator. So, too much water is used for cultivation. As the result
all the sources of water (Exp tube well) get dried, especially in the
months of "Chaitra Baishakh, Jaistha" It is also notable that the Mon-
soon/rainy season is getting late now a days .The land got dry and
fractured/cracked as the result of very much irrigation. Even some-
times the tube well produced less water as the water level goes down.
As they can't get drinking water time to time how they will get water
for latrine use? More over, they are not economically so strong that
they can construct personal wells/Tube wells.

9. LANDLESS PEOPLE AND RELLIGIOUS VIEW:-

This village is full of landless farmer. They have a little land to
inhabit /reside. If they want to construct latrines they have to con-
struct it in home or connected with home. But according to different
religious faith it is a dirty or inauspicious matter. Even the person,
who take the risk of construction of latrine connected with bedroom
faced social 'humour' and also treated as dirty family.

If we notice the name of the parais "HARI GHOSER CHAK"
which means landlord of this para is Mr. Hari Ghosh. This is the
evidence of the landlessness of the resident. Though at present the
villagers got some little land each as the blessing of successful land
reforms in WB since 1970.

In some places of India religious beliefs may influence, just as
cotton (1998) explained the condition: a latrine construction project
in India placed the toilet in the North East corner of the plot. Accord-
ing to the local beliefs this is an inauspicious location to place a toilet.
So the people refused to use them. Especially in 'Hinduism'it was a
very dirty thing to make latrines connected to bed room than other
religion.

And there are some constrains to make latrine connected to home,
somebody told that it is bad thing to defecate in home. Because there
are some embarrassing sounds created in time of excretion which is
so offensive.



Q0% i @R AfES CASUES OF OPEN DEFECATION

References

1. "Open Defecation- Evidence from a New survey in Rural North India" D.
Coftey, A Gupta, P. Hati, N. Khurana, N. Srivastav S. Vyas, and D. Spears.

2."THE STINK ABOUT THE HUMAN POOR AFERTILITER" 17TH JULY
2014 Natash Geiling.

3."MY HEALTH NEWS DAILY"- Linda Thrasyblue

4. WHAT INFLUENCES OPEN DEFECATION AND LATRINE OWNERSHIP
IN RURAL HOUOSHOLDS? Finding from a Global Review- Katheryn O
Connell

5. HOW TO PROMOTE THE USE OF LATRINES IN DEVELOPING
COUNERIES - Jennifer Mc Conville M.S. candidate Michigan Technologi-
cal University.

6. "THOR BORI KHARA" - Kalyani Dutta(in Bengali)

7. Primary Data

8. Secondary data.



¥ 150/-

“ifa=t

W STIIAZCE

http://ebongprantik.wordpress.com/

©

Ebong Prantik,

Published By : Ashis Roy, Vill - Bhagwanpur, P.O. - B.H.U, Varanasi - 221005, Uttar Pradesh &
Debasish Roy, Kestopur Chandiberiya Sarada Palli, Kestopur, Kolkata - 102

Ph : 09415243816, 9804923182, 9332358644, 9088673408

Email : ashis.jibonda.roy@gmail.com



