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“I belongs also to Odisha. | entertain goodwill, love and
effection for the people of Odisha, so i am closely
watching the political devlopment of Odisha”®
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“He came to Odisha in the third week of April 1939 as
state guest. He left Puri in the second week of May.
During his stay composed three poems: ‘Prabasi’ (the
outsider), ‘Janmadin’ (birth day) and ‘Epare opare’ (this
side and that). He wrote about nineteen poems in Odisha,
a few of them importent ones”™
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“To famillarise ourselves with his thought and writings
and thus try to imbibe at least a part of his lofty idealism
express in a equally lofty and excellent style; is the highest
tribute we can pay to Tegore’s memory. ”
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“The Isha of our Upanishad, the super soul, which
permeates all moving things, is the God of this human Universe
whose mind we share in all our true knowledge, love and
service and whom to reveal in ourselves through renunciation
of self is the highest end of life.”
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“My Religion is the reconciliation of the super personal
man, the universal human spirit in my own individual being.”*

LR 10 -G N K P8 U SRS 2ot 0 G0 - ST
TG G (F STz I M7 =2 [ gfeare N sifows e smi
TR ZWCR AR | Fof S, ST < | $iFE e A
OB OIT FCI TGO ST | TR HZCS SIF S FA I
LR S, IR (2T 20 ST G SR | (1 2 SolAfhres Mg
AT GRS SO S AN Tl 2 .. (378 AT SN ATl AT
S FTACZ, SN2 AEI0E 9T (A1 Rl T2 1 757 S0 QTR S
e Kbl (AR SIT ST =i S SI7 STty i<l Sifecres -
A (< A (N Jau! S YA 7

STIfRTTE S G T QTR R, TR A | R T e -
vl @GR SRV ST, @i G R00<1 70 | fawyl il »1ifmest, e,
R | S SRkl - e [y, colfes [l | ekl - el s [l -
Sfaeale A efeele | SRl - <, Kl - G | S @ielfes SIel-aEeE
Tl (i, =N Rt st 2ol o | Boifer ol 90ete) - it GIrming
I AT BARA R, S il A, ZoT-C 1o & I eIl ST
TP | SN A1 2 R S ZIA S0 AR SR SRR 2l I
e 0 Rl A TR QIR SO0 e FA - R sifvmize
TREIGRR A2 | SRR 91 Ol RWRIgosmTs | 17 (31 5 ) @eley @ Rt
93 IFCER S FALAS FANS FARCE ST (CF | Iy ol -
TRIGATHE AN 3 Tl @ Rt et ol ot Srofeet | Mretgfer




G ST 1 2ee

>0 TR ST - “ (7 (3 o€ 7JelrSIt QoI AR | 92 ST SRR
FNITONH - FALAIL SRS ST SHG T LA | A5y Trole
SR1 A ReSITAR CoARTI S GG A SR IR | 7 bl oiFe
TR TP FTafere A0 S 25 | g T Ol Seltae) M #fag |
©i2 S IR - 216y 8 2EITe, Kiesla ¢ Gelta, vl wifwyiz st
OIS Z(J (T ICHRE &bl ST | SIodd Fia eiers -
“sifepa wifer YferRite @ld, (T2l 200 AL BT SoiEl,
e == TR, S=iea fiferea, i =1 f=ees -
3 SIS TRNEE AT |7 (‘SRoed’)

@3 fieTez ojeifst fSete | @2 feeas fot e Soifem | frig e
A T - o -2IR50aa e st oiferam e (ortes | JceTces -
DR DI TWCRHISAL A2 | SRR TR She | RURIToTCe | T fee
GTORR TR - GBI RIS 512, SAPTimR AR - GBI Sg@IaE
Bi3 | 2 TSE (eI 0 4R A0 | 42 AT Seltd 770 (e iiivs,
(1 &R, S et Sre it 7w eiIfea 2l [l 5, W 1

‘A TRNG I TG G FRONBCS (87 RS =l i< et
O ACH T GATICR = 52 ATl TR 91521 A=At K22
(T ©/ 3 /v) Topifu EH e f3eT o7 T AR |
- S ST T TS RYTS! fores | (FIeF o/ b/ > 2ei™)
YZOMZ, SICEIRANGHAFE, S, A, G € FEATR [YS 20 ©NZ |
(FRAREF 0/ b/ ) -2 SIE T Ce] AT, Ol v STk aiffivee
TB-XPR (<R TFIGBR KNy, T3] L M5 @b (A6 |
(F2AREF ©/b/5S) B T PTLA SR TSI SR 00, “oifl
229 O o7l Meted, 229 O 3 Ol frere, 2w, AR, T9 - 229 O
3R T 4ife 22T |

TR SFEFFICHG LR S SR T - 2 SR IGros
TG TP FAE ST TTH @ TN LFHRATE - RN}
IReIRS’(F Y 79 IR | FRRRNET ST & SATHE S SITF I2%

FARE |




e RCeREAIcRT

‘ARG -7 “TRFe S “ (IR 01 7 ey’ Sfory - wrwa-
TR I FCECRA | G AR AT qCB0R “Miostleny a3 92 (ol (oI
SR (& (TGTET S 09) I | T 3 ST O SRR el
2 oo AT 03 SO (o S FCACR | STOTS A5 Ol SoAfeTaTms
(1 932 -9 RPIT 2If6% BIITZ T T 296 { FRYF FROM |

QW9 S SRE- TSP FIf2 (ATF Gl T, CSTrowf*iy
HOFPIN TOG (SRS SRS FR (AT, AFOT IR (AT | Seghost
SCAIS 2T A AT TS SV Toe G a1 AR - T 40 <3
SR (ST 0 LT AL, - S arsfieggfion eiers 91 (el et
SRS AT 0! STFRET SR |7 AT & S S UFS
72w (Nature-mysticism) Sl eices 1*° wi@iifzrey @2 cNfere
agfersenl [Kise (afbra aifre 2tz |

. TPPILRI 8 A T T AR ST el (R0 A (3, Toiferan
FRAGNNAE SR TS I TG T 9e] HBI-SIRR R ! FAC,
I (2RO Crf<eel IR 2, Sl (1 Cofharel et fofe Sisions oryeam
T AR AR PR |

BT SRR (2IReNE 378 ol for @b RUaa o =itz | ‘omg @
e, -2, @Ry, (A 2l KA TN, 4F TR SIF
G- (o1 5T AT A7 ST S0y 22 1> Ssifeafis (oo
P M| (AP MR, TG (AT ARG TANS FAE SN TR
Af e sEz |

T (SN AL GATRCR 7] S| ZCa e o 21 Soifeama
O € T | AT 5 SRR Iy (1S9 v @ S A1 ‘Balance”
ARR FRGIC o O 31 R €+ (R | Tl o1y =i | STl
3RE 9 FROI B TR A S R | @i ee o “wrmre
AP FRCWE e IR 93 BRI Molgler Almafre smerws a1
TCATRCE [** SIS RO IR P G AR SR - SR BT
0O | LG L AL SN S ZCHIN T, ST, ST
T (A0 |

8. 9P1a ¢

S. AN - ARG (AT FTHI 2RI ST Fewa,
SOUL), SEH A% |




G NS 10 3ea

3. “foeT 2T ISR IS Sfoa FfANS @ e (et fraiie =S wfers
25 AZETSICF | *g e i e e “Toifean ¢ I’ | B2 TR (el
G TAMD) |

©.“ @AW FREPY *HF L TR | G| o ASfo el @ TFud
91 G Aiferey SR *twa 7@l o w41 233z | 2R gfere ol
A9, 3, AR, KeFa, A6 I8 T Srolie 283 A, fofd ‘TR’ |
AR AT 8 FR - G2 Tox W2 AL | 2o erope AHres R IR
e | PGS, [RAM ©BIHI, Sove, 72 1 |

8. R " - T 24, We AL ApeIel (Aot i difEre
GRS ACHA, € TR, SOUb), 5% e, 78 ¢ |

¢. “TARGT (RASRSH, Sou3), ¥ &8, 5j2 $00 | &7 05 o1 - ‘3
YLD QTR 0 NSl 2 (O T coreier, qee»ifis - @xfea sty | o ifba
SpYY), 8L, 72 AV |

Y, ‘FRAREE SHATR L S, 82 e |

a. HTCFo, ‘e < |

b, “RICVIA SR a3 S |

>. NI G, 0T SR, € S (0=H |

0. OOV, O SR | T TGB! (AR5t pie1 2<pl¥e e
AL, SOLL), SIH A, 7 €»Aq |

SY. U, 73 @5

S3. O, T2 v

SO, ‘AU, S e, RSO ACHIT 3520, 7j3 395 |

8. WA &, ALCAGH, TP, “FALIGAE, S 2, AfRGsRst
T YIRS FET, SOV, 52 Vo, 8¢ TR - “(3F (OIS TLI G

Se. ‘G, ‘i) oTF, FAWMIBARE > 4@, ARGTH AT AP
ARFF, SObb 92 8¢ |

sv. ‘ffeiferm ore sy 236 Tgrel |

Sa. R 4, ghiiee us |

Sy, “SAmETiwTfe....” Teji TCE S




Nad RCeREAIcR

S, R &, ARG, FTPTY, B2 FALTAITE, S %] 2, AR5t
IR AFIS FALH, SOl |

30, AR 2T SRR TR |- (ST ALER, SOub-), *eIgae nhed |

RS, (N HSACFe’ &0Z 33 A0 4o Ao Brelfl aiwIea Gaeryfe
@ I AT 2IR7[FF, WA S A0 g SRR @ Rl eie 1o
“AibTPTIRS) 2ITER 2177 | SRR 2T 40 o TR, T8 T AT
TR el fonqfb TRl ST T PRSI #Af7[5 | SreeigIa YA,
AT T2 FAGLT OB 2j2 by |

3. AT S SR S, SRR (e, T3 FRNw AT (AR, D
T, o7 AW, FIfEF y0as |

@. AT AGH 2

S. SIYHARGE, @I I, KRS, Sdus |

3. BT A (5T - 0T 1), FomE FIN AT, Srakw I,
Tl 2059 (€T L) |

©. GAR TG, TS STGebH (7T, HCFS 7BT O, FeTlol, J00¢
(O AHI) |

8. T eIl (53 4%), IRIINTO TGN, RIS FIETHINET G S TeT
(R GFD, 0 e |

€. THATTROT 2B AT, > rgel w e, Sovh (ST FREF) |

b, FRICFGS, RPeIe CEHI, Sove |

q. Gfs, aq@IL 9154, REeel, sovo |

b, AR, AL I, Frgoist, swvs |

>. FNW 5T, S e* e, RgSre! HeFae |

o, AW, T G JIFF, ¥D I, o 74, FfEF, voas |

S, AR (538 {3 1), AR G T, sou |

3. FAGAIL € TS HZS] (GAT T, SgeToet & |

0. TG-S, SRECIFH LA, SOUb (SN ) |

8. AHALRE! (), ARG AT 2R TrIoI I AHe, 2e
14, SOul |

s, *NBEFST (SATHTE, 2T 4%), TG 9, Kol 7w=e |

su. The Religion of Man, Rabindranath Tagore, 1931.

'

sA. ", Rabindranath Tagore, 1949.




The Modern Age and T. S. Eliot

Aniruddha Sarkar*

Abstract:

In this essay the main point of discussion is the beginning of
the modern age and how the modern age influenced the authors
of that time. There are discussions also about the eminent poets
of that time like W. B. Yeats and T. S. Eliot and how they were
influenced by this age, their writing styles and their uniqueness.
There is a detailed discussion about a particular poetic style T.
S. Eliot used in his poetry and how that made him different than
the other poets of his time and beyond.

Key Words: Modern, Poets, Eliot, Yeats, Poetry, Allusion,
Education

The Modern age officially started from the beginning of the
20™ century. The Victorian age ended with the death of Queen
Victoria in 1901. The historians might pinpoint these eras with
particular dates of historical events, but no one can divide the
literary ages as sharp as the history. Though the Victorian age
ended in 1901 the “idea and ideals were crumbling down much
earlier, possibly form 1880.”" So the twenty years between 1880
and 1900 can be marked both as the end of the Victorian era
and the beginning of the Modern age of English Literature.

During the early 20™ century or even in the late 19" century
there was a massive development in the modern industrial
societies and the cities grew rapidly along with them. That
influenced not only the lifestyle of the people of that era but also
the philosophical and cultural trends. It had a huge impact on
literature especially in English literature. Not only the authors of
England but also the authors of the other western countries like
America, Scotland, Welsh, and Ireland were influenced by it and
made a new type of flow in literature. The literature of this time
period is usually called the Modern Literature.

*Researcher, Rabindra Bharati University.
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Before this age education was quite unusual. But the
Education act 1870 and the act 1902 made education available
to everyone. And the youth took the advantage of it. And there
was a huge demand of literary works. The “classics” were
available before but there came “an entirely new demand for
works in ‘educational’ fields — science,history and travel.”? The
literature offered a better prospect as a profession or as a
business. So the authors as well as the publishers took full
advantage of it. They produced huge quantity of literary works.
They saw the massive amount of profit in this business and
started producing works that were compromised for the sake of
business. Even the biggest authors of that time could not resist
the temptation of these hasty productions.

Along with the increasing education, there came the
awakening of the national conscience to the evil which was the
result of the industrial revolutionwhich influenced the authors to
produce the “problem or discussion play and the novel of social
purpose™. For the first time in this era the novels became the
dominant part of the English literature and the society. The prose
style was more adoptable than poetry, so the dramas, just like
the novels, after about a hundred years of insignificant works,
became more popular than the poetry. The authors as well as
the dramatists of this time used the contemporary social images
in their works. Though at the end of this age some of the poetic
dramas emerged, the prose remained the chief medium.

As for the literary style of this era, we cannot say there was
a particular one. There were several works of different authors
which had several individual styles.Almost noneof them had the
traditional tone in their works; some even had completely
different and innovative styles.Novelists, dramatists and even
poets didn’t hesitate to experiment freely with their works. And
for the first time for many years poetry become the least
important form in literary history.

Though the poetry of this era was dominated by prose, some
poets left significant marks in the genre of poetry with their
experimental signature style. Among them the most important
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poets were G. M. Hopkins, Robert Bridges, W. B. Yeats, and T.
S. Eliot. Hopkins made his own unique identity in the history of
English literature by completely braking away “from both the
Victorian elegiac mode as well as the Wordsworthian school of
nature poetry.” He tried to rebuild the traditional poetic form.
Though his best poems were not in a great number but the impact
on English literature of those were huge. Two of his best known
poems are “Felix Randal” and “Pied Beauty”. The theme Robert
Bridges used in his poems, like Hopkins, was nature. The main
characteristics of his poems were sweetness and gracefulness.
He experimented mainly with the meter of the poems. Some of
his bestworks include “The Growth of Love”, “Poems in Classical
Prosody”, “Later Poems”, “New Verse” etc.

While talking about W. B. Yeats’s poems D. Diches said
“His Voice is always his own. It is haunting and magical and
fascinating and sometimes terrible.” His early poems revealed
a simple and graceful style. As he got matured he became more
skillful. Though his poems still had the delicacy and soft
expressions, they had strong characters as well. Yeats did not
experiment with the verse forms but he used interesting elements
of colloquial conversation in his poems. Some of his finest works
of this period were “Wild Swans at Coole”, “No Second
Troy”,”The Tower”, “Sailing to Byzantium”, “Responsibilities” etc.
T. S. Eliot on the other hand dealt with complicated subjects in
his poems. But this unique style of his works made him
undoubtedly one of the most celebrated names in the history of
English literature. The most important works that made Eliot
famous were “The Waste Land”, “The Love Song of J. Alfred
Prufrock”, “Hollow Men”, “Gerontion” etc.

T. S. Eliot was American by birth. He was born in St. Louis,
Missouri. Later his family moved to England. He did his schooling
in Boston and Harvard University. After that he went to Paris,
then to Marburg and Oxford to study Philosophy. He got married
after the war began. “In 1927 the daring modern became a British
subject, and proclaimed himself ‘classicist in literature, royalist
in politics, and anglo-catholic in religion™.*Eventually he became



U @R ANfEF

really popular after his huge success of “The Waste Land”. He
was awarded the Nobel Prize and the Order of Merit in 1948.
T. S. Eliot himself was one of the most if not the most well-
read poets in history. And he liked to use allusions in his works,
lots and lots of them. He was obsessed with Dante Alighieri, so
we can find lots of allusions of Dante’s works in his poems. As
he loved Dante, he thought everyone else loved him as much
as he did. So when he used the allusions from Dante he did not
bother to translate them from the original Italian text. He quoted
them as they were. He thought the readers could make out the
meaning from ltalian as he could. Not only Dante, he also used
allusions from “The Bible”, John Milton, William Shakespeare,
Roman classical poets like Ovid and even Sanskrit classics.
In his “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” he began with an
allusion. He used Dante, his favorite poet for that. The epigraph
of the poem itself is a direct quote from Dante’s “Inferno”. These
lines occurred in canto 27 of “Inferno”. The quote tells the story
of a man named Guido da Montefeltro, who was suffering in the
eighth circle of Inferno or Hell where he met Dante and told his
story without knowing the fact that Dante was going to get out of
Hell and write about everything and publish it to the world.
There is a reference of an ltalian artist Michelangelo. So it
seems like he not only alluded to literature, but also to History.
He even used this reference more than once in this poem. After
that he alluded to Andrew Marvell’'s famous poem “To His Coy
Mistress”. He actually used this allusion as a contrast to the
situation of the speaker in the poem. He told us that the speaker
had all the time in his hand to propose to the woman he was
with which is completely opposite in the sense Marvell used in
his “To his Coy Mistress”. Then he alluded to “Works and Days”
by Greek poet Hesiod which is about the importance of working
for a living instead of living a lazy and a pointless life. The next
allusion he uses is from one of the most famous comedies of
William Shakespeare, “Twelfth Night”. There was a phrase “dying
fall” in the play which the main character hears in the music
playing there. That “dying fall” reminded him of his love for one
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of the other characters in the play. Similarly in “The Love Song
of J. Alfred Prufrock” the speaker heard the voices “dying” or
fading away as the music starts.

He used another allusion from Shakespeare a bit later in
this poem. This time it's from a tragedy, “Hamlet”. Here Eliot
compared Prufrock, not with the main character Hamlet but with
one of the minor characters, an attendant who served the king.
He also alluded to “The Bible” in this poem. He used the reference
of the biblical characters like Lazarus. Eliot’s Prufrock compared
his task of asking the question he was about to ask the woman
he was with to Lazarus coming back from the dead.

In his other famous poem “The Waste Land” Eliot used
several other allusions from “The Bible”. According to him “The
Bible” was an incredible device to understand the sense of life,
and people didn’t use it as much it should be used. He also
alluded to Dante in this poem. He used “Inferno” and “Purgatorio”
to set the scene of the poem and to compare it to the modern
existence.

Much like Dante Eliot liked to allude to another writer. He is
William Shakespeare. In this poem too, he used allusions from

several Shakespearean plays like “The Tempest”, “Antony and
Cleopatra”, “Hamlet” and “Coriolanus”. He also alluded to the
classic poem by John Milton “Paradise Lost”, Roman poet
Ovid’s “Metamorphoses” and “Brihadaranyaka” from Sanskrit
classic “Upanishad” among many others in “The Waste Land”.
There were some historical references like the Battle of Mylae
and the Fire Sermon as well in this poem. There was even
reference of the nursery rhyme “London Bridge is Falling Down”
in “The Waste Land”.

In his other poem “The Hollow Men” he also used his
favourite literary device, allusion. Here too he used several
sources to allude to. The main inspiration of this poem was once
again his favourite Italian poet Dante’s “Inferno”. The poem starts
with not one but two epigraphs. They both are allusions. The
first epigraph is a direct quote from Joseph Conrad’s “Heart of
Darkness”. The first epigraph reveals that the poem starts after
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the death of the “hollow men”, people like the character of the
novel “Heart of Darkness”, Mistah Kurtz. For the second
epigraph, Eliot went way back to the Greek Myth. There he
alluded to a mythological character Charon, an old and dirty
ferryman in underworld who conveyed in his boat the shades of
the dead people. He didn’t forget to allude to his favourite poet
Dante Alighieri here. He used the term “Death’s other kingdom”,
meaning Heaven, exactly the opposite of the setting of this poem,
The Inferno or Hell. There’s another Dante allusion here in the
poem. This time it's from “Paradiso”. He used historical and
religious references in this poem too. The historical reference
he used was in the second epigraph of this poem which he took
from an event in 1605, The Guy Fawkes Day and he took the
religious reference from The Lord’s Prayer. In this poem too
Eliot used a nursery rhyme “The Mulberry Bush” as a reference.

So T. S. Eliot was one of the greatest poets in English
Literature who with his unique style, hiscomplicated allusions
and twisted wordplay created a completely new genre of poetry.
Some critics also noted the difficulty of his poems. Even novelist
Evelyn Waugh once complained about his poems that they were
“marvellously good, but very hard to understand”. Whatever the
case may be Eliot was and still remains one of the finest poets
in the history of English Literature and a perfect example of a
Modern Poet.
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